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10  Start  It  Up 


Rikki  Ackerman,  Ryan  Sweeney  and  Jill  Ulrich 
all  have  something  in  common.  They're  FFA 
members  who  took  the  leap  and  started  their 
own  businesses.  Meet  them  and  get  the  inside 
scoop  on  their  startups. 


Outside 


lence 


Looking  for  a  career  where  you  can  spend  a  significant 
amount  of  time  outside?  We've  come  up  with  eight  ideas 
to  get  you  thinking— everything  from  zookeeper  to  outfitter 
to  field  sales  representative.  We'll  also  answer  your 
career  questions. 


12  Road  Ready 


We  recently  caught  up  with  Brad  Mates,  singer  for  Emerson 
Drive,  a  Canadian  country  band  that's  making  its  mark  here 
in  the  U.S.  They  play  music  almost  every  night  and  they  live 
in  an  old  Greyhound  bus.  That's  life  on  the  road. 


14  Where's  the  BeeP? 


Did  you  know  that  the  U.S.  produces  more  than  25  billion 
pounds  of  beef  per  year  and  that  nearly  two-thirds  of  our 
beef  exports  go  to  Japan  and  Mexico?  Find  out  more  in  this 
snapshot  of  the  U.S.  beef  industry. 
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important  dates  to  remember 


DELEGATE  RECOMMENDATIONS  DUE  (SEE  PAGE  17  FOR  DETAILS) 

DEADLINE  FOR  SUBMITTING  ESSAYS  TO  FFA  NEW  HORIZONS 
(SEE  PAGE  9  FOR  DETAILS) 

APPLICATIONS  DUE  FOR  NATIONAL  FFA  AGRI-ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

AWARD  AND  AGRISCIENCE  STUDENT  RECOGNITION 

OCTOBER  30-NOVEMBER  2 

THE  75TH  NATIONAL  FFA  CONVENTION  IN  LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY 

FIND  MORE  INFORMATION  AND  ADDITIONAL  DEADLINES  AT 
WWW.FFA.ORG 
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3  National  Officer  Q&A 

Elio  Chiarelli,  Jr.,  national  FFA  eastern  region  vice 
president,  is  big  on  Japan. 

4  FFA  Faces 

Meet  some  FFA  movers  and  shakers  from  around  the  U.S 

13  FFA  in  Action 

The  latest  happenings  from  FFA  chapters  nationwide. 
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6  Puzzle. 

This  issue's  puzzler  theme 


Phrases  heard  on  the  farm. 


8  Your  Money 

Coming  up  with  cash  for  a  trip  to  the  national  FFA  convention. 

FFA  members  make  their  "hot"  picks  for  everything  from 
athletes  to  school  food. 

22  Body  &  Soul 

How  to  shield  yourself  from  the  sun's  harmful  rays. 

Q:  where  do  zombies  live? 

The  latest  jokes,  plus  the  Agrinuts  begin  their  summer  adventures. 
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Elio  Chiarelli 

Eastern  Region  Vice  President 


What's  your  hometown  oF 
McDonald  like?  And  can  you 
buy  a  Big  Mac  there? 

McDonald  is  small  town  in 
southwestern  Pennsylvania 
(sorry,  there's  no  McDonald's 
restaurant  there).  I  really  enjoy 
my  hometown.  It's  located 
about  30  minutes  from 
downtown  Pittsburgh.  However, 
it's  still  "out  in  the  country," 
where  I  can  enjoy  agriculture 
and  small  town  life. 

Describe  agriculture  in  your 
home  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Not  only  do  we  have  many 
typical  agricultural  commodities 
such  as  dairy,  beef,  corn  and 
soybeans,  but  our  state  also 
takes  pride  in  several  specialty 
crops.  Mushrooms,  snack  foods 
and  vegetables  play  a  huge 
part  in  our  total  agricultural 
spectrum.  The  land  ranges 
from  the  steep  hills  of  the 


Appalachians  to  the  flat  fertile 
lands  in  the  southeast. 

As  a  national  officer,  you 
recently  returned  from  Japan. 
How  was  that  experience? 

Diving  into  other  cultures  and 
learning  about  how  agriculture, 
education  and  society  function 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  is 
amazing.  Also,  meeting  many 
of  the  Future  Farmers  of  Japan 
(FFJ)  members  was  an 
experience  that  I  will  cherish 
and  remember  forever. 

You've  had  other  experiences 
abroad.  Tell  us  about  those. 

When  I  was  in  high  school, 
I  traveled  to  Belize  to  visit 
the  rainforest  and  barrier 
reef.  I  also  spent  a  spring 
break  visiting  the  Ukraine. 
Both  experiences  changed 
my  life,  and  I  loved 
every  minute. 
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H.G.  PARKINSON  FFA 

JODIE  CHADWICK  AND  THE  LATE  T.  LEE  CARTER 
COMMERCIAL  VEGETABLE  PRODUCTION,  SWINE 
AND  SHEEP  FINISHING,  POULTRY  PRODUCTION 
SOPHOMORE,  THE  PENNSYLVANIA 
STATE  UNIVERSITY 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  EXTENSION  EDUCATION 
AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCE 

GEORGE  STRAIT 

"DEVELOPING  THE  LEADER 
WITHIN  YOU"  BY  JOHN  C.  MAXWELL 

GOLDEN  GRAHAMS 


How's  your  golf  game? 

My  golf  game  is  a  little  rusty, 
but  I  still  love  to  play.  I  was  a 
four-year  letterman  in  high 
school  and  played  every 
chance  I  could  get.  However, 
I  haven't  had  much  time  on 
the  course  lately  because  of 
college  and  travels  as  a  state 
and  national  FFA  officer. 
I  hope  to  continue  playing 
more  in  the  future,  t- 
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LOST  BID   FOR   FFA  STAR 

GREENHAND 

ELECTED   FFA  CHAPTER 

TREASURER 

PLACED   FIRST  IN  THE  COUNTY 

WILDLIFE  CONTEST 


ELECTED  STATE  FFA  PRESIDENT 
PLACED   FIRST  IN   NATIONAL  FFA 
PREPARED   PUBLIC  SPEAKING 
CAREER  DEVELOPMENT  EVENT 
EARNED  AMERICAN   FFA  DEGREE 
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WANT  TO  SEE  YOURSELF, 

A  FRIEND  OR  YOUR 

ADVISOR  ON  THIS  PASE? 

SEE  SUBMISSION 

REQUIREMENTS  BELOW. 


A  pack  for  your  back! 


MEMBER  AND  ADVISOR  I 


includes  the  following 
information  about  your 
nominee:  oate  of  birth,  grade, 
hone  number,  ffa 
»iic  achievements, 


David  Meier 

SOPHOMORE 

With  his  saxophone  in  hand, 
David  recently  played  at  the 
state  FFA  convention.  This  Orion 
FFA  Chapter  vice  president  also 
participates  in  several  CDEs, 
including  public  speaking  and 
land  judging.  He's  in  the 
process  of  developing  an  5AE 
involving  sheep,  beef  cattle  and 
forage  production.  David  ranks 
first  in  his  class.  1* 


Ashley  Wendt 

COLLEGIATE 

This  Starmont  FFA  Chapter 
member  and  former  Iowa  Dairy 
Princess  hopes  to  become  an 
agricultural  lawyer.  A  former 
district  officer  and  state  FFA 
degree  recipient,  Ashley  has 
participated  in  Washington 
teadership  Conference  and  was 
a  member  of  the  state  FFA  dairy 
judging  team  and  won  the 
state  FFA  proficiency  award  in 
agricultural  communications. 


JenniFeur  Wilson 

SENIOR 

The  New  Jersey  FFA  Association 
named  Jennifeur  the  member 
of  the  month  in  September. 
It's  no  surprise,  when  you  real- 
ize that  she  is  president  of 
the  Northern  Burlington  FFA 
Chapter  and  FFA  state  public 
speaking  winner.  Her  super- 
vised agricultural  experience 
program  (5AE)  involves  DNA 
and  genetic  lab  work  at  two 
nearby  universities,  "fe 


Shannon  Ineck 

JUNIOR 

As  the  Marsing  FFA  Chapter  secre- 
tary, Shannon  strives  to  do  her 
best.  She  has  competed  in  the 
parliamentary  procedure  career 
development  event  (CDE)  for 
three  years  and  the  dairy  foods 
CDE  for  two  years.  She  also  has 
participated  in  the  FFA  leadership 
program  Made  for  Excellence 
(MFE)  and  is  a  National  Honor 
Society  student  council 
representative.tr 


Rose  Marie  Snyder 

After  living  abroad-in  such 
places  as  New  Zealand,  Mexico 
and  Australia-Rose  is  back  in 
the  U.S.  and  is  active  in  FFA.  She 
attended  last  year's  national 
FFA  convention  and  participated 
in  three  FFA  leadership 
workshops.  She  has  won  awards 
showing  Appaloosa  horses  and 
volunteers  at  various  charitable 
organizations. 
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When  he's  not  wearing  a  Raider 
football  uniform,  this  South 
Sumter  Middle  School  FFA 
Chapter  president  competes 
with  the  FFA  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure team,  shows  steers  and 
helps  organize  chapter  activi- 
ties. Even  though  he's  only  13, 
Brady  has  been  in  FFA  for  three 
years,  and  he's  been  an  officer 
for  most  of  that  time. 


Doug  Presgrove 

ADVISOR 

By  stressing  the  importance  of 
individuality  and  self-confi- 
dence, Mr.  Presgrove  has  gained 
the  respect  of  the  Bethel  FFA 
members.  As  a  former  state  FFA 
officer,  he  has  the  experience, 
patience  and  wisdom  it  takes  to 
teach  and  lead  young  people. 
He's  a  graduate  of  Oklahoma 
State  University,  where  he  stud- 
ied agricultural  education,  fe 
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Outside  InfJuence^ 


As  more  and  more  job  in  agriculture  involve  full-time  work  in  offices, 
labs  and  factories,  there  are  still  loads  of  career  opportunties  for  those 
who  have  a  strong  desire  to  spend  time  in  the  great  outdoors 


TurF  Manager 
Golf  courses'  reputations  ride 
on  the  quality  of  the  grasses  on 
their  fairways,  tee  boxes  and 
putting  greens.  For  turf 
managers,  the  most  important 
thing  is  to  keep  the  grass  green 
and  healthy  at  golf  courses  and 
such  places  as  resorts  and 
athletic  fields.  To  do  this,  they 
must  be  knowledgeable  in 
landscaping,  plant  science, 
soil  science,  equipment 
operation  and  business. 
education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  turf  grass  management  is 
required.  High  school  classes 
in  agriculture,  science  and 
business  are  recommended. 

RELATED  FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Turf  grass  management  and 
Landscape  management 
SAEs;  Nursery/Landscape  CDE. 
salary:  Salaries  for  existing 
turf  managers  range  from 
$25,000  to  $50,000. 
employers:  Golf  courses, 
athletic  fields  and  resorts. 

more  information:  Golf  Course 
Superintendents  Association 
of  America  (www.gcsaa.org); 
Sports  Turf  Managers 
Association 
(www.sportsturfmanager.com) 


Park  Manager 
You  don't  notice  park  managers 
when  you  go  to  parks,  but 
that's  part  of  the  job.  These 
behind-the-scenes  profes- 
sionals work  hard  to  make 
sure  guests  enjoy  their  visits. 
Among  other  things,  park 
managers  supervise  staff,  plan 
recreation  programs,  monitor 
wildlife,  coordinate  security, 
speak  to  community  groups 
and  promote  use  of  the  parks. 
education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  forestry,  conservation  or 
environmental  studies  is 
required.  High  school  classes 
in  agriculture,  science  and 
business  are  recommended. 

RELATED  FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Environmental  science  and 
natural  resources  management 
and  Forest  management  and 
products  SAEs;  Environmental 
science  and  Forestry  CDEs. 
salary:  Salaries  for  existing 
park  managers  range  from 
$35,000  to  $5^,000. 
employers:  Local,  state  and 
federal  governments. 
more  information:  Search  for 
"park  manager"  at  the  National 
FFA  Organization  Ag  Career 
Database: 
www.ffa.org/careers/index.html 


Field  Sales 
Representative 
Whether  you're  selling 
agricultural  equipment,  seed, 
chemicals  or  feed,  you'll  be 
traveling  and  spending  a  lot  of 
time  on  your  customers'  farms. 
You  need  to  be  a  good  commu- 
nicator, but  you  also  need  to 
have  a  working  knowledge  of 
how  things  work  on  the  farm, 
particularly  as  it  relates  to  the 
products  you're  selling. 
education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  agriculture,  business  or  a 
related  field  is  required.  High 
school  classes  in  agriculture, 
communications  and  business 
are  recommended. 
related  ffa  programs: 
Agricultural  sales  and/or  service 
SAE;  Agricultural  sales  CDE. 
salary:  Ranges  from 
$26,000  to  $52,000. 
employers:  Seed,  equipment, 
chemical  and  feed  companies. 

more  information: 
Search  for  "sales"  at  the 
National  FFA  Organization 
Ag  Career  Database: 
www.ffa.org/careers/index.html 


Production  Agriculturalist 
Whether  you're  interested  in 
growing  grapes,  corn  or  rice, 
or  whether  you  have  a  passion 
for  working  with  horses,  sheep 
or  llamas,  production  agricul- 
ture keeps  you  close  to  all  the 
outdoor  action.  Though  the 
number  of  farmers  in  the  U.S.  has 
decreased  over  the  years,  there 
will  always  be  a  need  for  young 
people  to  get  involved. 
education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  agriculture  is  strongly 
recommended,  as  are  high 
school  classes  in  agriculture 
and  business. 

related  ffa  programs:  Any 
SAE  and  CDE  that  matches  your 
interests  (see  www.ffa.org/ 
programs/  for  a  complete  list). 
salary:  Varies  widely.  Full- 
time, salaried  farm  managers 
had  median  weekly  earnings  of 
$5W  in  2000.  The  highest  paid 
10  percent  earned  more  than 
$756,  and  the  lowest  paid  10 
percent  earned  less  than  $187. 
employers:  Many  are 
self-employed,  others 
manage  or  work  at  farms. 

more  information: 

U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

job  description: 

http://stats.bls.gov/oco/ocos176.htm 


'V 


Agricultural  Journalist 
To  be  an  agricultural  journal- 
ist-for  newspapers,  magazines, 
TV  or  radio-you  need  to  get  out 
in  the  field  to  find  and  research 
your  stories.  You'll  need  to 
interview  people  at  farms, 
agribusinesses,  county  fairs, 
state  fairs  and  FFA  events.  In 
some  cases,  you  might  also 
be  called  upon  to  take 
photographs  or  shoot  video. 
You  must  have  a  solid 
understanding  of  agriculture 
and  the  issues  that  affect  it. 
education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  journalism,  communications 
or  English  is  required.  High 
school  classes  in  agriculture, 
journalism  and  photography 
are  recommended. 

RELATED  FFA  PROGRAMS: 

Agricultural  communications 
5AE  and  CDE. 

salary:  Ranges  from  $20,000 
to  $55,000,  depending  on 
experience. 

employers:  Newspapers,  maga- 
zines and  TV  and  radio  stations. 
more  information:  Search  for 
"agricultural  journalist"  at  the 
National  FFA  Organization 
Ag  Career  Database: 
www.ffa.org/careers/index.htm 


Agriculture  Teacher 
As  a  middle  or  high  school 
agriculture  teacher,  you  hold 
the  future  of  agriculture  in  your 
hands.  You  provide  the  spark  of 
interest  in  young  people  that 
can  ignite  a  passion  for  the 
agriculture  industry.  By  devel- 
oping hands-on  programs, 
curriculum  and  activities  for 
your  students,  you  don't  just 
tell  students  how  something 
works-you  show  them  how 
it  works. 

education:  A  four-year  degree 
in  agricultural  education  or  a 
related  field  is  required.  High 
school  classes  in  agriculture 
are  recommended. 
related  ffa  programs:  Any  SAE 
or  CDE  that  matches  your  inter- 
ests (see  www.ffa.org/programs/ 
for  a  complete  list). 
salary:  According  to  the 
American  Federation  of 
Teachers,  beginning  teachers 
with  a  bachelor's  degree 
earned  an  average  of  $27,989 
two  years  ago.  The  estimated 
average  salary  of  all  teachers 
was  $1+1,820.  The  lowest  paid 
10  percent  earned  $23,320  to 
$28,^60;  the  top  paid  10  per- 
cent earned  $57,590  to  $61*, 920. 
employers:  High  schools  and 
middle  schools. 
more  information:  You'll  find 
a  special  section  devoted  to 
students  interested  in  teaching 
agriculture  at 

www.ffa.org/careers/aged/ 
index.html 


Outfitter 

As  an  outfitter,  you'll  be  equip- 
ping, teaching  and  leading 
individuals  and  groups  on  trips 
in  your  area  of  specialization, 
whether  it's  hunting  big  game 
in  south  Texas,  fishing  for  wall- 
eye in  Minnesota's  Boundary 
Waters  or  climbing  rock  faces  in 
Utah.  Outfitters  must  be  experts 
at  operating  and  maintaining 
equipment,  dealing  with  peo- 
ple and  knowing  the  terrain. 
education:  A  high  school 
education  is  the  minimum 
requirement,  although  two- 
or  four-year  degrees  are 
recommended.  High  school 
classes  in  agriculture  and 
business  are  recommended. 
related  ffa  programs:  Outdoor 
recreation  SAE;  Environmental 
and  natural  resources  or 
Forestry  CDE. 

salary:  Varies  widely,  depend- 
ing on  length  of  season,  geo- 
graphic location,  experience 
and  other  factors,  but  plan  to 
start  at  around  $20,000.  Income 
can  increase  with  experience  or 
if  you  start  your  own  business. 
employers:  Small,  private 
outfitting  companies. 
more  information:  Find  infor- 
mation on  the  different  types 
of  outfitting  operations  at  the 
Outfitters  Association  of  America 
website  (www.oaoa.net).  For 
specific  information  on  careers, 
contact  local  outfitters  or  those 
listed  on  the  website. 
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Zoo  Keeper 

Zookeepers  have  direct  contact 
with  animals  on  a  daily  basis. 
In  a  way,  they  assume  roles  as 
parents-they  feed,  water  and 
groom  animals.  Zookeepers 
also  play  with  animals  and 
provide  companionship.  Their 
specialized  training  enables 
them  to  detect  physical  and 
mental  problems  in  the 
animals.  When  zoo  visitors  are 
present,  zookeepers  answer 
questions  and  provide 
information  about  animals. 
education:  A  two-  or  four-year 
degree  in  zoology,  biology  or 
an  animal-related  field  is 
required.  High  school  classes  in 
agriculture  and  biology  classes 
are  recommended. 
related  ffa  programs: 
Specialty  animal  production, 
Wildlife  production  and 
management  SAEs;  Horse 
evaluation  or  any  CDE  where 
you  work  with  animals 
salary:  Starts  in  the  $15,000  to 
$25,000  range.  Established  zoo 
keepers,  many  of  whom 
become  managers,  can  earn 
over  $50,000. 

employers:  Zoological  gardens 
and  aquariums 
more  information:  American 
Association  of  Zoo  Keepers 
(www.aazk.org);  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics  job  description: 
http://stats.bls.gov/oco/ 
ocos168.htm 


Career  Q&A 


FFA  New  Horizons  answers  your  career  questions 


Kl'.  Tyler  Kimball,  vice  president  of  the 
Serrano  FFA  Chapter,  California,  writes: 
I  love  all  animals.  I'm  considering  joining 
the  Air  Force  or  Army.  Would  working  with 
canines  in  the  military  police  be 
considered  an  agricultural  career  or  a 
public  safety  career? 

Al  FFA  New  Horizons  says: 

Tyler, 

Working  with  small  animals  is  definitely 
within  the  scope  of  agriculture.  In  fact, 
as  an  FFA  member,  you  can  start  an  SAE  in 
small  animal  care.  Working  as  an  MP  in 
the  military  police  also  would  put  you  in 
the  scope  of  public  safety.  Experience  in 
both  fields  can  only  improve  your  career 
opportunities  after  your  military  service. 

l|l  Jennifer  H.,  an  FFA  member 
from  Texas,  writes: 

I'm  really  good  with  math  and  I  was 


wondering  how  I  could  mix  agriculture 
with  math.  Do  you  know  more  on  this 
or  other  majors  that  combine  these  two? 

A!  FFA  New  Horizons  says: 

Jennifer, 

Agriculture  is  a  huge  industry  that 
combines  technology,  science,  business 
and  economics.  As  a  result,  there  are  all 
kinds  of  ways  for  you  to  combine  your 
interests  in  agriculture  and  math.  In  college, 
you  could  major  in  such  areas  agricultural 
economics,  agricultural  engineering, 
marketing,  environmental  science, 
biotechnology,  agricultural  business  or 
animal  science.  Check  out  college  websites 
for  information  on  these  majors,  then 
follow  up  by  speaking  with  college  advisors. 
With  all  these  options,  it  might  be  hard 
to  decide  which  way  to  go.  Just  do  your 
research,  then  follow  your  interests 
and  instincts. 
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Win  one  of  Five  FREE 

Art  Scholarships 


Enter 

our  famous 

"Draw  Me" 

Contest 

$11,500  IN  PRIZES 
AWARDED  EACH  MONTH 

Five  scholarship  winners  will  receive  "Fundamentals  of  Art"-  taught 
by  America's  leading  home-study  art  school.  Our  objective  is  to  find  pro- 
spective students  who  appreciate  art  and  like  to  draw.  Every  qualified 
entrant  receives  a  free  professional  estimate  of  his  or  her  drawing  skills. 
Our  students  and  professional  artists  are  not  eligible. Three  $25  cash  prizes 
for  the  best  drawings  from  entrants  age  12  and  13  will  also  be  awarded. 

CALL  1-800-635-8998  ext.  206 

FOR  THE  RULES  AND  YOUR  OFFICIAL  ENTRY  FORM  TODAY 

Art  Instruction  Schools 

Creating  Better  Artists  Since  1914 


32002  Art  Instruction  Schools 


3RMATION  CENTER,  SIXTH  EDITION 
:  AGRIBUSINESS,  ENVIRONMENT  AND 
NATURAL  RESOURCES 

VOLUME  6:  ENGINEERING,  SCIENCE  AND  TECHN0L0G' 

BY  MACMILLAN  LIBRARY  REFERENCE  USA 

THE  AMERICAN  ALMANAC  OF  JOBS  AND  SALARIES 
BY  JOHN  WRIGHT 

OCCUPATIONAL  OUTLOOK  HANDBOOK 
BY  THE  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
IF  LABOR  STATISTICS 


FFA  CAREER  CENTER 

THE  NATIONAL  FFA  ORGANIZATION'S 

AGRICULTURAL  CAREERS  DATABASE 

WWW.FFA.ORG/CAREERS/INDEX.HTML 

OCCUPATIONAL  OUTLOOK  HANDBOOK 
THE  U.S.  BUREAU  OF  LABOR  STATISTICS' 


http://stats.bls.gov/oco/home.htm 


VE  A  CAREER  QUESTION? 
SEND  IT  TO". 
CAREER  Q&A 
FFA  NEW  HORIZONS 
P.O.  BOX  68960  60 


INFORMATION  SOURCES  INCLUDE  THE 
WEBSITES  AND  PUBLICATIONS  LISTED 
THROUGHOUT  THE  ARTICLE. 

ILLUSTRATION  BY  PATTY  O'FRIEL 


n  your  i 

own  words 


Ho*™sE*d,t,    SI 

M/\n  . 


As  FFA  begins  celebrating  its  75th 
anniversary  at  this  year's  national 
FFA  convention  in  Louisville, 
FFA  New  Horizons  will  devote 
several  pages  over  the  next  year 
to  this  milestone.  As  part  of  our 
coverage,  we  will  publish  essays  by 
current  FFA  members.  We  want  to 
hear  from  you,  so  grab  a  computer, 
typewriter  or  pencil,  then  simply 
choose  from  any  of  the  four 
essay  topics  listed  here. 


mail: 

.«n       0X6896° 

emaii 
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One  Mission:  Student  Success 


ESSAY  TOPICS  (CHOOSE  ONE) 

How  has  your  FFA  experience  helped  you 
to  shape  your  future  plans? 

What  does  FFA  mean  to  me? 

What  will  FFA  be  like  75  years  from  now  (in  the  year  2077) 

Describe  one  (or  more,  if  you  wish)  event,  person  or  activity 
in  history  that  you  feel  has  made  the  greatest  impact  on  the 
National  FFA  Organization. 

HERE'S  THE  DEAL 

Essays  must  be  postmarked  or  e-mailed  by  July  1,  2002. 

There  is  a  250-word  limit. 

If  you  send  us  a  handwritten  essay,  please  print  clearly. 

The  FFA  New  Horizons  magazine  staff  will  decide  which 

essays  will  be  printed  in  the  magazine.  No  prizes  will  be  awarded. 

FFA  New  Horizons  reserves  the  right  to  edit  essays  for  grammar,  content  or  length. 

When  submitting  an  essay,  the  following  information  must  be  included: 
Name,  address,  phone  number,  name  of  FFA  chapter  and  FFA  advisor. 

The  actual  number  of  essays  printed  in  the  magazine  will  likely  be  less  than  12. 

All  entries  will  become  the  property  of  the  National  FFA  Organization,  which  reserves  the 
right  to  use  any  submitted  essay  in  other  FFA  publications,  printed  materials  and  websites. 


t 


Includes  "I  Should  Be  Sleeping"  and  "Fall  Into  Me" 

Ejtg.Lne.en.ed  fa/z.  ifpnns  of  Listening,  pleasurze! 
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TARGET 


$!%£:     AOL  Keyword:  Emerson  Drive 


.emersondrive.net  •  www.dreamworksnashville.com 
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'The  main  thing  is  you  need  fo  deal  in 

something  that  there's  a  niche  irfirke! 
for  and  there's  room  lor  growth," 


-wan  Sweeney 


it 


Three  FFA  entrepreneurs  give 
us  the  inside  scoop  on  their 
i  us  in  ess  startups 


Like  most  16-year-olds, 
Rikki  Ackerman  is  a 
high  school  junior. 
She's  a  good  student,  an 
FFA  member,  and  she  has 
college  plans.  All  in  all, 
you  might  say  she's  a  pretty 
normal  kid.  But  there's 
something  about  Rikki  that 
sets  her  apart:  her  incredible 
knack  for  turning  sheep 
guts  into  science  displays. 
Rikki,  a  member  of  the 
North  High-Bakersfield 
FFA  Chapter,  is  one  of  ten 
national  winners  of  the 
2001  National  FFA  Agri- 
Entrepreneurship  Awards 
program,  which  honors 
business-savvy  students 
for  their  ability  to  put  novel 
ideas  into  action.  Rikki 
pulled  in  the  prize  for  her 
one-of-a-kind,  aptly  named 
venture,  The  Ruminant. 

Her  business  plan  was, 
and  still  is,  quite  simple: 
i.  Remove  stomach  from 
sheep.  2.  Clean  said  stomach 
by  hand,  then  freeze. 
3.  Remove  stomach  from 
freezer,  varnish  with  shellac, 
label  the  parts,  and  sell  to 
agriculture  and  biology  class- 
rooms across  the  country.  "You 
can  either  mount  it  on  a  ring 
stand  or  hang  it  from  the  ceil- 
ing," Rikki  says.  "It's  basically 
just  a  teaching  aid." 

Rikki  is  one  of  a  small 
number  of  people  who  not 
only  come  up  with  great  busi- 
ness plans,  but  also  find  ways 
to  set  them  into  motion-a 
feat  that  is  by  no  means  easy. 
Having  the  entrepreneurial 
spirit  is  one  thing.  Having 
the  heart,  patience  and 
persistence  to  succeed  is 
quite  another. 

Find  a  niche 
"The  main  thing  is  you  need 
to  deal  in  something  that 
there's  a  niche  market  for  and 
there's  room  for  growth,"  says 


HVAN  SWEEN 

OWN  LIVESTOCK  EQU 


Ryan  Sweeney,  the  2001 
American  Star  in  Agribusiness 
from  Mason,  Michigan,  who  is 
now  the  hard-working  20- 
year-old  owner  of  a  livestock 
equipment  company.  Ryan 
started  his  business,  which 
specializes  in  making  chutes 
for  holding  cattle,  in  1997, 
running  it  part  time  while 
still  in  high  school. 

Since  then  it's  blossomed 
into  a  full-time  job.  "Once 
you  have  the  idea,  you  just 
have  to  make  sure  it's  some- 
thing you  really  want 
to  do,"  Ryan 
says.  "If  you 
don't  like  what 
you're  doing 
you  won't  have 
the  drive  to 
push  and  make 
it  grow." 

Nineteen- 
year-old  Jill 
Ulrich  from  Eaton, 
Colorado,  agrees.  She 
ran  a  small  newsletter  called 
the  "Youth  Livestock 
Connection"  for  students 
interested  in  livestock.  The 
paper  went  out  to  FFA  mem- 
bers and  chapters  in  eight 
states  and  included  details  on 
everything  from  livestock 
shows  to  breeders  to  industry 
news  and  events. 

Challenges 

The  biggest  challenge,  she 
says,  was  keeping  up  with  the 
work.  "It  was  a  matter  of 
finding  the  time,"  says  Jill. 
"I  would  just  have  to  take  a 
good  week  to  sit  down  and 
get  everything  laid  out.  It  was 
hard,  but  I  enjoyed  it."  Jill 
currently  has  the  business  on 
hold,  as  she's  planning  to 
attend  cosmetology  school  in 
the  fall,  but  she  does  hope  to 
get  things  rolling  again  in  the 
near  future.  "I'd  like  to  make 
it  bigger,"  says  Jill.  "I  love 
working  with  kids  and  helping 


them  get  more 
involved." 

Like  Jill,  Rikki, 
too,  has  plans  for 
the  future.  She 
hopes  to  attend 
college  next  fall 
and  major  in 

agricultural 
business. 
Considering  the 
challenges  she 
has  faced 
so  far  in  the 
world  of  small 


cnE  IN  HIS  SHOP,  STARTED  HIS 
cHOVYN   HERE  m  nu 

!NT  COMPANY  IN  1997 


business-including  network- 
ing at  the  national  FFA 
convention,  marketing  her 
product  and,  essentially, 
doing  everything  herself  from 
day  one-it's  hard  to  imagine 


she  won't  achieve  her  goals. 
In  fact,  it  seems  her  expe- 
rience as  an  entrepreneur  has 
prepared  her  perfectly  for  the 
future.  "You  have  to  have  a 
positive  attitude,"  Rikki  says. 
"You  have  to  be  ready  to  be  a 
leader  and  to  be  creative.  If 
you  are,  anything  will  go."^ 


FFA  can  take  you  there 

IF  YOU  THINK  YOU  MIGHT  HAVE  WHAT  IT  TAKES  TO  KICK  OFF  YOUR  OWN 
BUSINESS,  CHECK  OUT  THE  NATIONAL  FFA  AGRI-ENTREPREN  EURSH  IP 
AWARDS  PROGRAM.  THE  PROGRAM  WIU  NOT  ONLY  HELP  YOU  GET 
STARTED,  BUT  IF  YOU'RE  LUCKY,  IT  CAN  ALSO  PUT  SOME  CASH  IN  YOUR 
POCKET.  TOP  PARTICIPANTS  WITH  ONE-OF-A-KIND  BUSINESS  PLANS 
CAN  WIN  AWARDS  RANGING  FROM  $100  TO  $1,000.  WINNERS  ARE 
HONORED  AT  THE  LOCAL,  STATE  AND  NATIONAL  LEVELS.  YOU  CAN 
ALSO  EXPLORE  ENTREPRENEURIAL  IDEAS  BY  STARTING  A  SUPERVISED 
AGRICULTURAL  EXPERIENCE  PROGRAM  (SAE>.   DETAILS  ABOUT 
THESE  PROGRAMS  CAN  BE  FOUND  ATWWW.FFA.ORG  OR  BY  CALLING 
317-802-1*255. 

THE  AGRI-ENTREPRENEURSHIP  AWARD  PROGRAM  IS  A  JOINT  ACTIVITY 
OF  THE  NATIONAL  FFA  ORGANIZATION  AND  THE  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF 
EDUCATION.  THE  PROGRAM  IS  SPONSORED  BY  AND  IN  PARTNERSHIP 
WITH  THE  KAUFFMAN  CENTER  FOR  ENTREPRENEURIAL  LEADERSHIP 
AT  THE  EWING  MARION  KAUFFMAN  FOUNDATION  (WWW.EMKF.ORG), 
KANSAS  CITY,  MISSOURI,  AS  A  SPECIAL  PROJECT  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
FFA  FOUNDATION,  INC. 


They  play  music  almost  every 
night  and  they  live  in  an  old 
Greyhound  bus.  That's  life  for 
Emerson  Drive,  the  Canadian 
band  that's  taking  its  show 
on  the  road  in  the  states 


Road  Ready 


FFA  New  Horizons  recently 
caught  up  with  Brad  Mates, 
Emerson  Drive's  singer,  on  the 
phone  as  he  and  the  band 
headed  from  El  Paso,  Texas, 
to  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

With  six  guys  in  the  band,  how 
do  you  keep  everyone  working 
together  as  a  team? 

Part  of  the  reason  we've  been 
able  to  stay  together  and  have 
success  is  that  four  of  us  grew 
up  together  and  have  known 
each  other  since  junior  high 
school.  That's  a  big  thing.  If  you 
know  someone  from  childhood, 
you  know  the  person  inside 
out.  So  it's  easy  to  know  when 
to  back  off  or  when  you  can 
tease  somebody.  We're  on  the 
road  together  300  days  a  year, 
so  you  have  a  lot  of  respect  for 
what  they  do  and  the  decisions 
they  make  from  day  to  day. 


That  must  mean  there's  good 
chemistry  in  the  band. 

Totally.  The  four  of  us  that  grew 
up  together-we're  like  broth- 
ers because  we  come  from  a 
small  town  and  everybody 
knew  everybody.  Danick  and 
Mike,  our  guitar  player  and 
drummer,  are  from  Montreal. 
And  they  come  from  great 
families,  too.  The  first  day  we 
played  together  with  those 
guys,  we  found  out  that  we  all 
have  the  same  goals  in  mind 
and  it  clicked. 

How  did  the  band  get  its  name? 

I'll  give  you  a  little  history  first. 
We  started  out  in  high  school  as 
a  band  called  12-Gauge.  We 
had  that  name  for  a  couple 
years,  then  the  shootings  at 
Columbine  High  School  in 
Colorado  happened,  so  we 
decided  that  wasn't  a  great 
name  to  have.  We  used  to  wear 
cowboy  hats  and  boots  and 


buckles-the  whole  bit. 
Overnight,  we  pretty  much 
decided  we'd  change  every- 
thing. We  got  a  new  name,  a 
new  look  and  from  that  day  on 
we  became  Emerson  Drive.  That 
name  comes  from  a  road  back 
home  called  Emerson  Trail.  It's 
a  unique  road  that  opens  up 
the  West  and  connects  to  the 
Alaska  Highway. 

Do  you  live  in  Nashville  now? 

We've  been  there  for  just  about 
three  years  now.  I  think  the 
longest  amount  of  time  we've 
spent  there,  though,  is  three 
months  and  that's  when  we 
were  recording  our  new  CD. 
Since  then,  we  get  back  for 
maybe  four  or  five  days  at  the 
most-and  that's  every  few 
months. 

Where  and  when  do 
you  rehearse? 

We  don't  really  get  much  of  a 
chance  to  rehearse,  so  our 


rehearsing  is  just  playing  in 
front  of  people  every  night.  If 
we  want  to  work  up  new  stuff, 
then  we'll  all  sit  down  and 
burn  six  CDs  of  a  song  we  want 
to  learn.  We'll  learn  the  parts 
over  the  next  couple  days,  then 
work  on  it  during  a  sound 
check  before  a  show. 

What  has  kept  the  band  going 
strong  For  six  years? 

There  were  times  when  we 
talked  about  calling  it  quits, 
but  something  kept  us  going. 
We  never  took  a  step  back- 
wards-we  were  always  going 
forward.  With  momentum 
like  that,  you  never  want  to 
give  up.  If  we  ever  walked 
away  from  it,  we  would  have 
always  wondered  what  could 
have  been.1* 


WATCH  FOR  EMERSON  DRIVE'S  NEW  SELF-TITLED  CD, 


R),  JEFF  LOBERG  (BASS),  CHRI5  HARTMAN  (K 
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Presented  by  the  Virginia  FFA  Association,  the  Student  Organization  of  students  studying  Agricultural  Education  in  Virginia. 
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State  officers  go  to 
Richmond... 

Arlington  County  FFA 
activities... 

A  Time  to  Remember... 

FFA  Leadership  Camp... 

Reserve  your  space  for 
the  75th  National 
Convention... 


CERTIFICATE  of  RECOQNITION 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  there  is  hereby  officially  recognized: 

VIRGINIA  FFA  WEEK 

WHEREAS,   agricultural  education  through  the  FFA  and  other  sources  helps 
provide  a  solid  foundation  of  knowledge  for  young  Virginians  and  Americans 
concerning  the  future  of  food,  fiber,  and  natural  resource  systems;  and 

WHEREAS,   the  FFA  develops  leadership  skills,  fosters  personal  growth, 
and  promotes,  career  success  in  agricultural  and  other  industries;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  FFA  strives  to  ensure  a  steady  supply  of  young 
professionals  entering  the  workforce  with  a  proper  education  and  background  to 
meet  growing  needs  in  the  science,  business,  and  technology  of  agriculture;  and 

WHEREAS,   the  FFA  motto.  Learning  to  Do,  Doing  to  Learn,  Earning  to 
Live,  Living  to  Sen'e.  gives  direction  of  purpose  to  these  students  who  take  an  active 
role  in  pursuing  agricultural  education;  and 

WHEREAS,   (he  FFA  promotes  active  citizenship,  voiunlecrism.  civic  duty, 
and  cooperation  m  communities  in  Virginia  and  throughout  our  nation; 

NOWr,  THEREFORE,  I,  Mark  R.  Warner,  do  hereby  recognize 
February  17-23,  2002,  as  FFA  WTEK  in  the  COMMONWEALTH  OF 
VIRGINIA,  and  I  call  this  observance  to  the  attention  of  all  our  citizens. 


Governor  Mark  Warner  declares  FFA  Week  in  Virginia. 


State  FFA  Officers 

President 

Todd  Sadter 

P.O.  Box  135    •Ladysmith.VA  22501 

(804)  448-1376 

ltlsad33@hotmail.coni 

Secretary 

Mandy  Lambert 

4844  Rawley  Pike  •  Harrisonburg,  VA  22801 

(540)867-0237 

Firebug468@aol.com 

Appalachian  Vice  President 

Matthew  Spears  .  ,  " 
359  Max  Lane  •  Galax,  VA  24333 
(540)  236-4390 
spearsemOO@yahoo.com 

Central  Vice  President 

Amanda  Mann 

2791  Willow  Brook  Rd.  •  Bumpass.  VA  23024 

(540)  872-3502 

ftamann@yahoo.com 

Eastern  Vice  President 

Carly  M.  Tilson 

6517  Whitmore  Rd.  •  McKenney,  VA  23872 

(804)  478-5754 

horsechick3@msn.com 

Northern  Vice  President 

Chad  Brooks 

36  Seminole  Trail  •  Stuarts  Draft,  VA  24477 

(540)  324-0877 

chbrook1@vt.edu 

Southside  Vice  President 

Brandon  Shivety 

406  Mount  Vernon  Rd.  •  Axton,  VA  24054 

(540)  650-5101 

lp_prez@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 

Jaclyn  M.  Roller 

2607  Battlefield  Rd.  •  Fishers  HilL  VA  22626 

(540)  465-3292 

jmrsunshine@yahoo.com 

Reporter 

Mindy  E.  Haymaker 

316  Springdale  Rd.  •  Winchester,  VA  22602 

(540)  869-3148 

heymake@shentel.net 

Sentinel 

Aaron  Spaid 

1021  Carpers  Pike  •  Gore,  VA  22637 

(540)  858-3115 

VAFFAbiggin@yahoo.com 

Past  Exec.  Comm.  Chair 

Laura  Grove 

1566  Moffetf  Branch  Rd. 

Churchville,  VA  24421 

(540)  350-2557 

Correspondence  should  be  sent  to: 

Virginia  Tech 

266  Litton  Reaves  Hall 

<sburg.  VA  24061- 

I  Seibel.  FFA  Sped 

gseibel@vt.edu  /^ 


State  Officers  go  to 
Richmond.... 


Governor  Mark  Warner  — 
meet  with  State  Officers  ™ 
during  the  CTE  week. 


State  officers  visit  with 

Carlton  Courier, 

Commissioner  of 

Agriculture. 
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State  President  Todd  Sadler  presents  All-State  medals  to  Junior  Team.  Signal 
Knob  Middle  School  won  the  State  Junior  Parliamentary  Procedure  Contest. 
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Upcoming  Events 

June  24-27 76th  Annual  State  Convention 

July  8 6th  Annual  Golf  Tournament 

July  15-20 Recreational  &  Middle  School  Leadership  Camp' 

July  22-26/July29-Aug  2 High  School  Leadership  Camp 
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Buffalo  Gap  wins  State 
Parliamentary  Procedure 
Contest.  Eleven  teams 
competed  in  the  State 
contest  held  on 
March  23,  2002. 

Buffalo  Gap,  Riverheads, 
George  Wythe,  and 
Turner  Ashby  all 
received  a  gold  rating. 


State  Winning  Team  members  were  Emily  Conroy.  Tina  Wilson.  Zach  Waldron. 
Audrey  Fuller,  Elizabeth  Fuller.  Gina  Smith,  and  Coach  Shirley  Kaufmann. 
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Arlington  County  FFA  Chapter 


With  a  new  slate  of  FFA  and  -1-H 
officers,  we  are  busy  with  a  long  list 
of  activities.  Most  of  our  projects  are 
started  and  cultivated  on  our  web  page 
discussion  board  at  www.animalbiologv.net 
(click  on  "Discussion").  Currently,  we're 
helping  a  local  middle  school  build  box 
gardens  for  their  life  science  classes, 
planning  construction  of  signs  to  label 
micro-watershed  throughout  Arlington 
County. 

Our  longer-term  plans  include  building 
a  new  Prairie  dog  exhibit  for  our  animal 
science  laboratory,  and  collaborating 
with  Frying  Pan  Farm  Park  to  provide 
goat-milking  opportunities  at  our  County 
Fair.  In  April,  we  will  be  removing 
invasive  plants  and  adding  trees  along 
our  largest  watershed,  and  the  Arlington 
Rotary  Club  is  assisting  with  a  Potomac 
Riverbank  cleanup  on  nearby  National 
Park  land  on  Roosevelt  Island. 


Among  our  upcoming  fundraisers,  we 
are  most  excited  about  selling  pet  first  aid 
kits,  and  also  coordinating  dog  washes  at 
a  local  pet  store  and  a  gourmet  food  store. 
For  more  information,  contact  Jenna 
Beckwith  (jenna"j'animalbioloL'v.net)  or 
Natalie  High  (natalic'j'aninialbiolotrv.net). 
or  our  advisor,  Jim  Egenrieder 
(miv"?animalbiol< igy.net  or  7(13-527-3643). 


BOAC  GRANT  RECIPIENTS 

Louisa  -$500 

Carroll  County  -  $500 

Stuarts  Draft  -$500 

Sherando  $500 

Wilson  Memorial-  $500 

Strasburg  -  $300 

Frederick  County  Middle- 

$500 

CS  Monroe  -  $300 

Turner  Ashby  $300 

Dan  River  -  $200 

Drewry  Mason  $  1 50 

Central  -  $500 

Christiansburg  -$300 

Signal  Knob  -  $300 
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Farmville,  Virginia 


I  pledge  allegiance  to  the  flag... 

September  11:  Two  large  commer- 
cial airliners  crashed  into  the  World 
Trade  Center  in  the  worst  terrorist 
attack  in  our  nation's  history. 

Of  the  united  States  of  America... 

A  third  large  airliner  crashed  into 
the  Pentagon  within  minutes  of  the 
first  two:  innocent  workers  and  more 
innocent  passengers  were  killed. 

And  to  the  Republic  for  which 
it  stands... 

Shocked  Americans  from  coast  to 
coast  remember  and  mourn  the  loss. 
People  donate  blood,  drop  coins  in 
jars  and  pledge  millions  to  help  the 
families  of  the  victims. 

One  nation,  under  God... 

As  Americans'  Veterans  Day 
approached,  thousands  of  U.S. 
Troops  traveled  half  way  around  the 
world  in  a  military  response  to  the 
terrorism. 


Indivisible... 

On  a  hillside  at  Prince  Edward 
County  High  School  in  Farmville, 
Virginia,  a  massive  60x90  foot  American 
Flag  shines  brightly,  day  and  night. 

The  creation  of  the  flag  involved  the 
precise  placement  of  5,864  red,  white 
and  blue  wooden  stakes,  each  repre- 
senting the  lives  of  those  lost  on  the 
September  11,2001. 

"Over  a  hundred  students  were 
involved  in  it,"  explained  Dennis 
Torrence,  whose  FFA  and  Agriculture  111 
class  engineered  and  designed  the  flag. 

The  project  was  a  cooperative  effort 
of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  (FFA), 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes,  Air 
Force  Junior  ROTC,  and  Building 
Trades  classes  at  the  high  school. 

Several  community  members  and 
businesses  including  Ayers  Lumber 
Company,  The  Lumber  Yard,  Torrence 
Farms,  C.H.  White  Constuction 


Comapny,  The  Town  of  Appomattox, 
and  The  Farmville  Herald  contributed 
to  the  project. 

"This  flag  means  a  great  deal  to  me 
and  our  class,"  commented  senior  FFA 
member  Ashley  Fulcher.  "We  devel- 
oped it  to  show  respect  for  those  who 
died  and  to  show  how  much  we  care 
about  America.  We  hope  our  work  will 
send  a  message  that  young  people  care 
about  our  country  and  will  do  whatever 
it  takes  to  defend  it." 

"  I  am  proud  of  our  teachers  and 
students  for  coming  up  with  that  idea 
and  carrying  it  out,"  commented 
Division  Superintendent  Dr.  Margaret 
Blackmon. 

The  project  will  remain  on  display 
for  a  while  as  a  lasting  tribute  and  a 
reminder  that  those  who  lost  their  lives 
have  not  been  forgotten. 

With  liberty  and  justice  for  all. 


Article  by  Dennis  Torrence,  Agricultural  Instructor,  PECHS  and  Rob  Chapman.  Reporter,  the  Farmsville  Herald 
Picture  taken  by  Tatum  Clements,  PECHS  Yearbook  Staff;  Article  Design  by  Ryan  Neuraunter,  PECHS  student. 
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The  Grenta  High  School 

FFA  Chapter  has  started  an 
experimental  Christmas  Tree  Farm  on 

land  recently  purchased  by  the  county  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors. Advisor  Gary  Thomas  plans  to  plant  an  acre  of  White 
Pine  trees  this  spring  and  hopes  to  have  his  classes  utilize 
the  100  acres  tract  for  other  class  projects. 
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Leadership  Weekend 

The  Virginia  Association  held  it's 

leadership  weekend  at  the  Lynchburg  Ramada  inn 

and  conference  center.  300  members  from  across  the  State  attend 
the  kick  off  luncheon/State  Senior  Parliamentary  CDE  finials.  The 
luncheon  was  held  at  a  former  FFA  member's  restaurant.  Cattle 
Annie's.  Students  then  attended  the  EDGE.  MFE.  and  ALD  leader- 
ship workshops  presented  by  the  national  FFA  staff. 


Will  PettUS,  Agricultural  Education 

teacher  at  Appomattox  Middle  School,  adjusts  a  miter 

saw  with  students.  (Left  to  Right)  Lindsay  Stanley.  Alvin  Mosley  and 

Tamara  Thomas  as  they  construct  Bluebird  houses  as  part  of  the 

wildlife  management  curriculum.  The  houses  will  be  placed  in  the 

local  community  to  insure  habitat  for  the  Eastern  Bluebird. 


During  FFA  Week 

Fort  Defiance  FFA  members 

sliced  venison  for  the  annual  venison  feast 
which  members  enjoyed  at  lunch  one  day. 
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Agricultural  Historical  Projects  at 
Signal  Knob 

Signal  Knob  Middle  FFA  —JlT' 

members  are  presently  ,:rsv<c-;- 

working  on  community  service         \ 
projects  designed  to  preserve  local  JH 
agricultural  history  and  traditions.  M 
One  project  includes  the  restoration 
of  old  farm  equipment,  researching 
the  proper  use  and  skills  involved  in 
using  the  equipment,  and  organizing 
a  demonstration  group  to  travel  to  ^ 
area  festivals  and  perform  the 

demonstrations.  So  far  various  .<->.-' -  •  ~..-._v-'.     -'.'      <S*-'air. 

members  have  restored  equipment 
and  researched  areas  such  as  rail 
fence  building,  rail  splitting,  long  bow 
carving  and  construction,  seed 
cleaning,  log  rolling  and  others.  We 
have  performed  at  several  local 
festivals  and  have  been  invited  to 
other  festivals  this  spring.  jBB^^^^^^H^^^^^^^^E£MMHH1MSBIIMM!I^H 

We  are  also  working  on  a  FFA  Signal  Knob  Middle  FFA  members  Travis  Hodson,  Matthew  Weatherholtz.  Jason  Offman, 

,.,..,  ,      ,.  , .     ,    ,      ,,  and  Kirby  Keller  demonstrate  the  art  of  rail  fence  building  at  Belle  Grove  Plantation. 

historical  project,  which  includes  the 

preservation  of  the  history  of  the  FFA  FFA,  biographies  of  people  who  have  information  to  the  project  or  assist 

in  Virginia  as  well  as  history  of  our  impacted  the  FFA,  and  pictures  of  in  conducting  interviews  in  your 

local  FFA  chapter.  This  project  will  memorabilia.  Biographical  interviews  area,  please  write  to  Hilary  Gum, 

be  a  collection  of  historical  informa-  and  research  have  been  conducted  Signal  Knob  Middle  School,  687 

tion  which  includes,  research  of  ,  on  the  both  the  local  and  state  levels.  Sandy  Hook  Road,  Strasburg, 

historical e\enrt  impcAnt  to  the  If  any  chapter  would  like  to  submit  Virginia  22657 

*•      ♦• 

*  i>  j-jft  ^  lllli|§  6th  Annual  Golf  Tournament 

Jljs^-    J*  Monday  July ,  2002 

10am Warm-m 

1 1am-12:15pm Lunch^- 

12:30pm Tee-Time 

5pm Awards 

For  information  please  contact: 
jjffljk  Cathy  Hughes 

-Z    Brandon  Shivley  last  July,  at  the  Annual  Golf        ^■f^^)  Virginia   FFA  Foundation 

t    Tournament  ^0  VW  540-477-9620 
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\  Lsadacabia  Carno 


This      year's      FFA      Leadership      Camp 
promises    to    be    a    fun-packed    week 
that  includes  swimming,  boating,  fishing, 
volleyball,  Softball  and  outstanding  leadership 
classes!    Camp  dates  this  year  are  July  15-20  for 
ecreational  and  Middle  School  Leadership  Camp, 
uly  22-26  and  July  29-August  2  for  High  School  Lead- 
rship  Camp.     The  camp  is  located  at  Morgarts 
each,  near  Smithfield,  Virginia.    The  26  acres  of 
e  camp  includes  a  boy's  and  girl's  dorm,  recre- 
n  hall,  about  1000  feet  of  beach  and  the  rest  in 
odland.  Activites  during  the  week  include  a  trip 
nearby  Busch  Gardens  and  team  events.    Your 
pter  advisor  will  receive  registration  materials 
nail  around  the  first  of  May.  The  cost  of  partiti- 
on is  just  $90.00  per  member  for  leadership 
amp  and  $80.00  for  recreational  camp.  State  othe- 
rs teach  classes  and  coach  athletic  activities.  Tal- 
ent shows,  contests  and  games  make  for  an  exciting 
week!  Hope  to  see  you  there! 


embers  of  the  AylorMiddle 
FFA  Chapter  in  Stephens 
.City  recently  sponsored  an 
educational  program  for  200  first 
graders  at  Hill  High,  a  local  farm. 
Eighth  graders  taught  the  students 
about  apples,  pumpkins  and  dairy 
products  using  interactive  games, 
crafts  and  stories.  Hill  High  is  an 
Honorary  Member  of  the  chapter  and 
annually  sponsors  many  activities  for 
the  FFA.  This  is  a  kick-off  for  introduc- 
ing the  SAE  Program,  encouraging 
community  development,  communi- 
cation and  leadership  skills. 
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National  FFA  Convention  2002 


Virginia  FFA  Association 
is  planning  to  take  a 
Bus  Trip  to  the  75th  Na- 
tional FFA  Convention. 
Lodging  and  transportation 
are  included  in  the  package 
price.  The  bus  will  pick  up 
the  participants  early  Tues- 
day morning,  and  the  return 
trip  will  be  leaving  Louis- 
ville on  Saturday  afternoon. 
Sixty  rooms  are  available  for 
the  Association  beginning 
April  1.  The  rest  of  the  state 
block  will  be  held  for  the 
State  CDE  winners.  Reserva- 
tions will  be  accepted  start- 
ing April  1,2002. 


National  FFA  Convention  Packages 

Sign  up  for  Price 

□Single $600.00 

□Student  Double $375.00 

□Quad $245.00 

□6  Person  Suite $220.00 

□Advisor  Double $325.00 


Subtotal: 

Tax 

Total: 


State  Hotel 

This  year  we  were  able  to 
secure  a  block  of  rooms  at 
the  Gait  House.  The  Gait 
House  is  one  of  the  premier 


hotels  in  the  Louisville 
Area.  If  you  would  like  to 
find  out  more  information 
about  the  hotel  go  to 
www.galthouse.com  or  call 
800.626.1814 

Charter  Bus 

Six  charter  buses  have 
been  contracted,  and  they 
will  pick  up  students  at 


designated  locations  in 
Virginia.  Once  in  Louisville, 
we  will  have  a  shuttle  ser- 
vice from  the  hotel  to  the 
convention  center  on  the 
half  hour.  Please  consider 
taking  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  to  see  the  75th 
National  FFA  Convention. 

State  CDE  Winners 

Each  sponsored  State 
Winning  CDE  Team  will 
receive  hotel  accommoda- 
tions and  transportation  to 
the  convention.  Rooms  for 
the  State  winning  teams  will 
receive  first  priority  and 
other  rooms/transportation 
will  be  based  on  the  date 
they  are  received  but  not 
before  April  1,2002. 


Chapter  Name. 
Room  List 


Phone  

□A  $50  per  room  deposit  is  required 
with  your  request. 

Date  Received  by  State  office 

Signature 


Applications  Accepted 
Starting  April  1,  2002 

Andy  Seibel 

VA  FFA  Specialist 

266  Litton  Reaves  Hall 

Blacksburg,  VA  24061-0343 

Phone:  540-231-3823 

Fax:  540-231-3824 

Email:  gseibel@vt.edu 
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Walking  for  a  cure 

Each  year  the  Miami  Trace  FFA 
Chapter  does  its  best  to  he,p  ,„ 

the  "ght  against  cancer.  The 
chapter's  event,  ca/(ed  the 

Scarecrow  FestiVa)WalkA 
Cancer,  is  held  in  - 
with  the  town's  a 

Scarecrow  Festival.  Thi, 
walkers 


.....   ,,  injunction 

w.th  the  town's  annual 

Scarecrow  Festival.  This  year  s, 

*rs,  each  of  whom  pa    'S 
Reived  a  T-shirt,  w'alll 

^  a  cure.  Additional  contribution 
bought  their  total  ^-^ 
donations  tn  t,  H—     /%  LTT 


donations  to  $ll8o0 

MMMI  TRACE  m  CHapTER 
"EMBERS,  ALONG  WITH 
THEIR  HOLSTEIN  COW 
MASCOT,  MARCH  DOWN  TH 
STREET  AS  PART  OF  THEI 
"WIK  AGAINST  CANCER 
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Merest  in  visiting  ^^  Jtike  their  Japanese 
Chapter  members  volunteere  Among  the 

unterparts  into  their    omes      ^  ^ 
ttrtngsth.il  guests  got  »*e  ^  Qe5  M    ne 

through  the  area  as  part  ,owa).  The 
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nTuU'iiiilliH 
FnnrJ  for  thought  mpmbers  of  the  Shandon 

«  Chapter  headed  ^^^  by  the  San  Luis  Ob *P 
t0  donate  their  tune  at  an  eve"    p        ^  ^^      „  serving 
Farm  Bureau.  The  members  h  fFft  cnapter. 
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Get  in  on  the  Action! 


We  want  to  know  about  your  chapter's 
activities.  Grab  those  photos  from  your 
recent  events — fundraisers,  community 
service  projects,  special  events,  etc. — and 
put  them  in  an  envelope,  along  with  a 
quick  write-up  with  all  the  essential 
details:  who,  what,  when,  where,  why 
and  how.  Put  a  stamp  on  it  and  mail  it 
to  us  today  (our  address  is  on  page  i.) 


SD 


The  best  place  to  find  the 

best  careers  in  Agriculture  and 

Natural  Sciences  is  at 

www.jobhog.net  Check  it  out  today. 

oz*net 


jobhog. 


A  snapshot  of  the  U.S.  beef  industry 


Where's  the  beef? 


Lean  beef  consists  of  about  20  percent 
protein;  5  percent  fat,  carbohydrates  and 
minerals;  and  about  75  percent  water. 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA) 
"grades"  most  beef  depending  on  its  fat 
content,  flavor  and  tenderness.  Grades 
you  might  see  in  the  supermarket  include 
prime  (the  best),  choice  and  select. 


There  are  nearly  50  different  breeds  of 
beef  cattle,  but  most  beef  comes  from 
just  10  of  these  breeds. 


A  full-grown  steer  weighs  in  at  about 
1,000  pounds  and  can  yield  about  1*50 
pounds  of  edible  meat. 


CHUCK 
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Exports  account 

The  U.S.  produces 

for  less  than  to 

more  than  25 

percent  of  total 

billion  pounds  of 

U.S.  beef 

beef  per  year. 

production. 

• 

Nearly  two-thirds 

"Natural"  beef 

of  U.S.  beef 

contains  no  artificial 

exports  go  to 

ingredients  or 

Japan  and  Mexico 

chemical  preservatives 
and  is  minimally 

V 

processed.               0 
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Australia,  Canada  and  New  Zealand  supply 
nearly  85  percent  of  the  three  billion 
pounds  of  beef  the  U.S.  imports  each  year. 


old  on  tight.  This  may 
come  as  a  shock.  The 
evidence  is  shaky, 
but  rumor  has  it  that  the 
hamburger-that  all-beef  patty 
on  a  bun  so  synonymous  with 
American  cuisine-may  not  have 
originated  on  U.S.  soil. 

Indeed,  the  current  consen- 
sus is  that  a  culinary  wizard  in 
Hamburg,  Germany,  invented 
this  grillable  sandwich  in  the 
1800s,  long  before  the  backyard 
barbecue  invaded  American 
culture.  But  another  theory  is 
also  up  for  debate.  Historical 
documents  show  that  the 
domestication  of  cattle  for  food 
dates  all  the  way  back  to  6500 
B.C.  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  question  is  this:  If  an 
ancient  farmer  was  innovative 
enough  to  kick  off  the  beef 
industry  more  than  8,000  years 
ago,  isn't  it  also  fair  to  assume 
he  had  the  wits  to  slap  a  chunk 


of  meat  between  two  pieces  of 
bread  and  call  it  a  meal? 


Either  way,  in  the  21st  century, 
beef  in  all  its  various  forms- 
from  meatballs  to  strip  steaks  to 
the  hamburger-has  taken 
America  by  storm.  Chew  on  this: 
According  to  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
average  American  eats  more 
than  60  pounds  of  beef  per 
year.  The  U.S.  beef  cattle 
industry,  to  meet  that  demand 
as  well  as  that  of  hungry 
consumers  elsewhere  in  the 
world,  processes  more  than  25 
billion  pounds  of  beef  annually. 

And  statistics  show  that 
consumer  demand  for  beef  is 
now,  for  the  first  time  in  two 
decades,  on  the  rise.  "The  beef 
industry  is  finally  starting  to 
turn  the  corner,"  says  Lynn 


Cornwell,  president  of  the 
National  Cattlemen's  Beef 
Association.  "The  future  looks 
more  promising  than  ever." 

That's  good  news  if  you're  a 
cattle  rancher.  It's  also  good 
news  if  you're  involved  in  any 
of  the  many  other  stages  of  beef 
production,  whether  as  a  feed- 
lot  operator,  a  beef 
processor  or,  for  that  matter, 
a  large-animal  veterinarian. 


The  production  process  is  fairly 
straightforward.  All  beef  cattle- 
major  breeds  include  Angus, 
Hereford,  Charolais,  and 
Brahman-begin  life  in  the 
field.  They  munch  grass,  drink 
milk  and  generally  live  blissfully 
free  of  any  worldly  concerns, 
unaware  that  each  pound  they 


put  on  brings  them  that  much 
closer  to  market. 

Many  cattle  continue  grazing 
right  to  the  end,  roaming  free 
on  large  plots  of  land  and 
fattening  up  just  as  fast  as  their 
appetites  permit.  The  majority, 
however,  are  sold  and 
"finished"  in  feedlots.  That  is, 
they're  shipped  from  the  fields 
to  fenced-in  pens  where,  along 
with  hundreds  or  thousands  of 
other  cattle,  they're  fed  grain 
specially  formulated  to  pack  on 
the  pounds  in  a  short  period 
of  time. 

Feedlot  operators  bring  the 
cattle  up  to  market  weight, 
then  sell  them  to  packers  for 
slaughter  and  processing.  From 
there  the  meat  is  inspected  for 
quality  and  shipped  to  retailers 
and  foodservice  operators,  who 
in  turn  put  on  the  finishing 
touches  before  the  beef  is  sold 
to  consumers.  The  entire  process 
takes  years,  but  the  end  result 
is  the  same:  Rare,  medium  or 
well  done. 


According  to  those  in  the 
industry,  the  goal  is  to  increase 
consumer  demand  for  beef  by 
an  additional  six  percent  in  the 
next  several  years.  That's  a  lot  of 
burgers,  but  experts  like  Shelle 
Taylor,  executive  director  of  the 
American  National  CattleWomen, 
Inc.,  an  organization  that  serves 
as  the  voice  for  women  in  the 
U.S.  beef  cattle  industry,  believe 
anything  is  possible.  Especially, 
that  is,  with  the  right  attitude. 

"The  beef  industry  is  making 
changes,"  Taylor  says.  "You 
can't  run  things  the  way 
grandpa  did.  It  takes  a 
progressive  outlook-you  need 
to  be  willing  to  seek  out  new 
ideas,  to  keep  up  with  technol- 
ogy." That,  of  course,  must  have 
been  the  philosophy  of  the 
world's  first  cattle  farmer.  And 
considering  how  much  the 
industry  has  grown  since,  that 
bodes  well  for  the  burger,  fc 


puzm 


"You're  an  An  i  ma  I  l"-ph  rases  from  the  farm 


Across 

i       Who  "someone's  in  the  kitchen 

with,"  in  a  song 
6  An  ox  may  pull  it 
10    Woman  of  the  house 

14  State  famous  for  its  potatoes 

15  State  where  many  of  the  farmers 
are  Mormons 

16  "So  be  it!" 

17  Annoy,  on  the  farm? 

20    Paulo,  Brazil 

21  Little  goat 

22  They  work  on  keyboards 

23  Your  and  my 

24  Fond  du Wisconsin 

25  "Never!",  on  the  farm? 

31     Prefix  with  nob  or  goblin 

34  " but  known..." 

35  Opera  song  for  only  one  singer 

36  Not  moving  at  all 

38  Therefore 

39  Buildings  where  flour  is  ground 

41  Not many  words 

42  " you  glad?" 

44  Nebraska-to-lowa  direction 

45  Paradise 

46  Baseball  star  Cobb  and  football 
star  Detmer 


i  tar* 

1  imisc 


TULSA 

J  WELDING   ^ 
^SCHOOL       h 


"World  Class  Welders"     \5^J 

•  33,824  /  month 
reported  average  „ 
starting  pay  by        ,  ', 
132  of  135  graduatesVjSf  / 
from  July  thru  December 

2000.  Overtime  included    f?*°"*,h™.'"oh 
in  some  cases. 

•  Seniors  call  toll  free  for  free  video. 

Call:  1-866-WELD  USA 

www.weldingschool.com 

2545  E.  11th  St.    •   Tulsa,  OK   74104 


Lie.  by  OBPVS 


Greenhouses  &  SuDDlies 


800-531-GROW  (4764| 
www.GothicArchG  reenhouses.com 
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5 
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6 
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1 
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11 

12 
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14 

16 
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17 

18 

19 

21  \  W- 
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24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

1 

35 

■  36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

1 

41 

42 

43  pH44 

45 

46 

AM  47 

48 

49 

1    B50 

■  51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

&(H57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

1 

64 

1 

65 

66 

67 

68 

47    Have  some  fun,  on  the  farm? 

50  One,  to  Germans 

51  Some  roofs  are  made  of  it 

52  Excited 

56  It  kisses 

57  " Yankee  Doodle..." 

60  "Relax!",  on  the  farm? 

63  " of  Green  Gables" 

64  Fisherman's  tools 

65  Eat  a  lot  of  great  food 

66  Tract  of  open  land 

67  "Darn  it!" 

68  It  may  separate  two  farms 

Down 

1  Prepares  to  plant  a  sapling 

2  Notion 

3  Defense  group  that 
includes  the  U.S. 

4  Sounds  of  relaxation 

5  Attach,  as  a  trailer  to  a  tractor 


Gave  the  signal 

From Z  (totally) 

Start  screaming  about  some- 
thing 
" never  catch  me!" 

Pulling  a  rabbit  out  of  a  hat, 

for  example 
"Famous"  cookie  guy 

Beef  or  veal 

Insects  that  like  to  invade  pic- 
nics 

Moses'  sister 

Removes  the  possibility 

of  future  kittens 

Vegetable  that  makes  people 

cry 

Crop  associated  with  Kansas 

Wizard  Potter 

Just  barely  defeats 
"Mars  Attacks!"  actress  Pam 

Classic  English  novel 

" Marner" 


30  Not  true 

31  Resident  of  India,  probably 

32  Mary-Kate  or  Ashley  of  TV  fame 

33  Like  many  people  from  Sweden 
37  Attach,  as  a  cowbell 

40  Sign  of  poor  radio  reception 

43  Where  the  femur  is  located 

48  Not  at  sea 

49  Cheat 

50  Word  on  some  doors 

52  Sandler  of  "Big  Daddy" 

53  avail  (uselessly) 

54  way  (not  at  all) 

55  At  any  time 

56  Final 

57  Jazz  tune" Old  Cowhand" 

58  Not  feminine  or  neuter:  abbr. 

59  Start  out  the  poker  game 

61  Greek  letter 

62  Small 


You'll  find  the  solution  to  this  issue's  "Puzzler"  on  page  23 


Speak  Out! 

A  new  delegate  process  involves  all  FFA  members 


As  part  of  a  new  FFA  delegate  process,  any 
FFA  member  can  now  make  recommendations 
for  consideration  at  the  delegates'  meeting 
at  the  national  FFA  convention.  In  the  past, 
delegates  gathered  to  discuss  specific  FFA 
programs.  Delegates  will  continue  to  play  an 
important  role.  Now,  however,  the  process 
will  involve  all  FFA  members  and  will  focus  on 
issues  and  will  mirror  how  state  and  federal 
governments  use  hearings  to  shape  legislative 
bills  (or  in  this  case,  your  recommendations). 

Then,  starting  in  2003  (the  soonest  date  at 
which  we'll  have  extra  meeting  rooms  at  the 
convention  site  in  Louisville),  FFA  members 
and  advisors  can  actually  present  testimony 
on  issues  on  Wednesday  of  the  convention. 
Watch  for  details  about  the  new  process  in 
the  coming  months  at  www.ffa.org  and  in 
future  issues  of  FFA  New  Horizons. 


AND  MAIL  IT  TO. 

sssss— *- 

JUNE  It*,  2002 


NAME: 

CHAPTER: 

YEAR  IN  SCHOOL: 
STATE:   


STATE  FFA  ADVISOR: 
RECOMMENDATION: 


LIST  WHY  THIS  IS  A  CRITICAL  AND  EMERGING  ISSUE  FOR  FFA: 
(UP  TO  THREE  SUPPORTING  PTS.) 


THE  NATIONAL  FFA  ORGANIZATION  HAS  IDENTIFIED  9  KEY  STRATEGIC  PRIORITY 
AREAS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  FFA  ORGANIZATION.    PLEASE  CHECK,  IF  THIS  TOPIC 
SUPPORTS  ONE  OF  THESE  AREAS. 

D     DEVELOP,  DELIVER  AND  IMPROVE  PROGRAMS  AND  SERVICES  OF  VERIFIABLE 
VALUE,  WHICH  MEET  THE  PRIORITY  NEEDS  OF  FFA'S  CUSTOMERS 

D     SIGNIFICANTLY  INCREASE  PARTICIPATION  AND  MEMBERSHIP  IN  FFA 

□  IMPROVE  FFA'S  PERFORMANCE  AS  A  DIVERSE  ORGANIZATION 

□  INCREASE  THE  ACCEPTANCE  AND  SUPPORT  OF  FFA  BY  STATE  AND 
LOCAL  STAKEHOLDERS 

□  COOPERATIVELY  SUPPORT  AND  STRENGTHEN  EFFECTIVE  LEADERSHIP  MODELS 
FOR  AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION  AT  THE  LOCAL,  STATE  AND  NATIONAL  LEVELS 

□  ATTRACT,  DEVELOP,  SUPPORT  AND  RETAIN  AN  ABUNDANT  SUPPLY  OF 
WELL-TRAINED,  HIGHLY  MOTIVATED  STATE  LEADERS  AND  LOCAL 
AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION  TEACHERS 

□  ATTRACT,  DEVELOP,  RETAIN  AND  EFFECTIVELY  UTILIZE  HUMAN  RESOURCES 
TO  MEET  FFA  OBJECTIVES 

D     ATTRACT,  EARN  AND  EFFECTIVELY  UTILIZE  FINANCIAL  RESOURCES  TO 
MEET  FFA  OBJECTIVES 

□  DEVELOP  EFFECTIVE  MEASURES  OF  SUCCESS 


monev 


TIPS  ON  MANAGING  YOUR  CASH 


— 


Cash  for  the  Convention 

FFA  begins  celebrating  its  75th  anniversary  at  this  year's  national 
FFA  convention.  You  won't  want  to  miss  the  celebration.  Here  are 
5  ways  to  finance  your  trip  to  Louisville 


nee  again,  like 
clockwork,  the  national 
FFA  convention  is  just 
around  the  corner  (this  year's 
dates  are  October  30  through 
November  2).  And  again,  the 
time  has  come  to  figure  out 
how  in  the  world  to  get  to 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  The 
directions,  of  course,  are 
obvious.  Anyone  with  a  map 
can  find  the  way.  What's  not 
so  apparent,  especially  if 
you're  new  to  the  game,  is 
where  to  find  the  cash  to 
pay  for  the  journey. 

As  any  fundraising  expert 
will  tell  you,  there  is  nothing 
mysterious  about  how  to 
raise  money  for  a  specific 
cause,  including  convention. 
The  keys  to  success  are  a 
good  attitude,  a  solid  team 
effort  and  the  understanding 
that  nothing  is  possible 
without  hard  work.  That 
said,  following  are  a  few 
basic  tips,  culled  from, 
among  others,  the  folks  who 
run  the  National  FFA 
International  Program.  They 
work  with  FFA  members 
whose  ability  to  raise  money 
can  mean  the  difference 
between  staying  at  home 
and  embarking  on  a  truly 
life-changing  experience. 


1.  Talk  to  friends  and  relatives. 
Send  a  letter  to  as  many  peo- 
ple as  possible  explaining  why 
you  want  to  go  to  convention 
and  the  costs  associated  with 
the  trip.  Ask  for  a  specific— 
and  reasonable-amount  of 
money,  depending  on  the 
person  you're  writing  to.  A 
$25  or  $50  average  is  not  too 
much  to  ask. 

2.  See  if  your  parents  will  chip 
in.  After  all,  the  convention  is 
an  important  part  of  your 
education.  Ask  your  parents  if 
they'd  be  willing  to  match  any 
convention  money  you  make 
yourself  through  part-time 
work  (see  tt  1+). 

3.  Hit  up  local  businesses. 
Again,  start  with  a  detailed 
letter.  Later,  follow  up  with  a 
phone  call.  Local  businesses 
are  often  eager  to  help  out 
students  if  they  believe  the 
cause  is  just. 

it.  Get  a  part-time  job.  Find  a 
job  you  can  do  after  school, 
on  weekends  or  during 
vacations.  Put  a  portion  of 
the  money  you  make  into  a 
savings  account  established 
specifically  for  the  trip.  Decide 
ahead  of  time  how  much 


money  you  need  to  save  and 
then  budget  accordingly.  If 
you  contribute  to  the  account 
on  a  regular  basis,  the  money 
will  add  up  fast. 

5.  Put  together  a  chapter 
fundraiser.  The  sky's  the 
limit  here.  Bake  sales,  candy 
sales,  T-shirt  sales,  cow-chip 
bingo  .  .  .  you  name  it,  it's 
been  done.  Talk  to  your 
chapter  advisor  about  ideas, 
and  decide  as  a  group  exactly 
what  you  want  to  do. 
Then,  once  the  decision 
has  been  made,  go  at  it 
with  everything  you've  got. 

Ultimately,  the  best  piece 
of  advice  when  it  comes  to 
raising  money  is  to  realize  that 
the  more  effort  you  put  into  it, 
the  more  you'll  get  out  of  it. 
Take  it  from 
Brenda  Oldfield, 
chapter  advisor 
for  the  Scott 
County  FFA 
Chapter  in 
Georgetown, 
Kentucky.  She 
and  her 
students,  in 
cooperation  with 
FFA  alumni,  have 
raised  money  through 


everything  from  ribeye-and- 
hotdog  cookouts  to  bulb  and 
fruit  sales  to 

proceeds  from  the  chapter's 
very  own  crop. 

Before  the  convention 
moved  to  nearby  Louisville, 
chapter  members  relied  on 
this  money  to  pay  their  way. 
Now,  with  the  festivities 
staged  just  a  bus  ride  away, 
expenses  are  significantly  less 
but  money  raised  through 
fundraisers  still  comes  in 
handy.  This  year  nearly  $1,300 
went  to  more  than  20  FFA 
members  to  pay  for 
registration  fees  and  other 
daily  convention-related 
expenses.  "If  you're 
motivated,"  Oldfield  says, 
"you  can  make  the  money 
you  need.  You  just  have  to 
believe  in  your  chapter 
and  be  willing  to  put 
in  the  work."  fe 


Your  Money  is  brought  to  you  by 


GMAC 


GMAC  is  a  registered  service  mark  ol  the  General  Motors  Acceptance  Corporation  ©2000  GMAC.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


Imagine  there's  a  drought  in  the  Southwest. 


Imagine  FFA  members  in  Oklahoma  Inning 
trouble  buying  hay  for  their  animals. 


GMAC 


Chevrolet     •   Pontine-   •   Buick'   •   Oldsmobile    •   Cadillac     •   CMC     •    1-800-32   SMART  •   www.gmacfs.com 
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Here's  how  FFA  members  from 
across  the  U.S.  voted  in  our  last 
poll.  You'll  Find  our  survey  on 
page  23. 


The  chapters  that 
sent  in  the  most 


surveys: 


Fulton  County 
FFA  Copter,  Kentucky 


.or  Wisconsin 
t^  Chapter,^ 


(    TOP  5  DREAM  VACATIONS 

hawaii 


cancun 
bahamas 
france 
California 


(    TOP  5  TV  SITCOMS 


the  Simpsons 

friends 

just  shoot  me 

everybody  loves  raymond 

south  park 


(    TOP  5  AGRICULTURAL  CAREERS"^) 

farmer 

veterinarian 

agriculture  teacher 

lawyer 

banker 


(  TOP  5 


BANDS 


limp  bizkit 
blink  182 
metallica 
linkin  park 
lonestar 


C    TOP  5 


FFA  ACTIVITIES 


livestock  judging 
showing  animals 
national  FFA  convention 
car  wash 
other  fundraisers 


3      (  TOP  5  MOVIES 


3 


harry  potter  &  the  sorcerer's  stone 
monsters  inc. 
shallow  hal 
corky  romano 
13  ghosts 


(    TOP  5  SCHOOL  LUNCH   FOODS  ~)      (   TOP  5  VIDEOS 

pizza  pockets  shrek 

pizza  save  the  last  dance 

hamburgers  bring  it  on 

fries  coyote  ugly 

chicken  happy  gilmore 


J 


(     TOP  5  NON-AG  CLASSES  ) 

biology 

science 

math 

english 

history 

(     TOP  5  FEMALE  SINGERS  ) 

britney  spears 
Jennifer  lopez 
faith  hill 
mariah  carey 
pink 


])      (     TOP  5  MALE  SINGERS 


3 


garth  brooks 
tim  mcgraw 
fred  durst 
nelly 
ja  rule 


(  TOP  5  FEMALE  ACTORS  ) 

Julia  roberts 
sandra  bullock 
pamela  anderson 
angelina  jolie 
Julia  stiles 

(  TOP  5  MALE  ACTORS  ) 

adam  sandier 
brad  pitt 
nicolas  cage 
torn  hanks 
jim  carrey 

(  TOP  5  WEEKEND  ACTIVITIES  ) 

hang  out  with  friends 

play  sports 

work 

ride  four-wheelers 

sleep 

t's  Hot  is  brought  to  you  by  WranglGT 


body  soul 


Made  in  the  Shade 

How  to  protect  yourself  this  summ 
against  the  sun's  harmful  rays 


Sunshine.  Plants  thrive 
on  it.  The  world 
depends  on  it.  Some 
people  even  worship  it.  But 
while  a  little  sun  is  definitely 
a  good  thing,  too  much  can 
be  deadly.  Recent  statistics 
show  that  skin  cancer,  which 
is  most  often  a  result  of 
overexposure  to  the  sun's 
rays,  is  now  the  most 
common  form  of  cancer  in 
the  United  States.  Nearly 
10,000  Americans  die  from 
skin  cancer  every  year. 

That's  the  bad  news.  The 
good  news  is  that  skin  cancer 
is  easy  to  prevent.  While 
genetics  do  play  a  part  in 
determining  your  likelihood 
of  developing  a  malignant 
melanoma-the  dangerous 
skin  tumor  that  causes  more 
than  75  percent  of  all  skin 
cancer  deaths-the  biggest 
factor  is  sun  exposure. 


If  you  take  steps  to  limit 
your  body's  exposure  to 
direct  sunlight,  you  can 
reduce  your  chances  of 
becoming  a  statistic.  "It's 
something  you  have  control 
of,"  points  out  Joyce  Ayoub, 
a  spokesperson  with  the 
New  York  City-based  Skin 
Cancer  Foundation.  "You  ca 
either  ignore  the  risk,  or 
take  control." 

So  what  can  you  do? 
Begin  by  covering  up.  You're 
obviously  not  going  to  stay 
inside  the  rest  of  your  life- 
nor  should  you.  So  when  you 
do  go  outdoors,  especially  on 
sunny  days,  seek  shade  and 
wear  protective  clothing. 
Long  pants,  long-sleeved 
shirts  and  broad-brimmed 
hats  fit  the  bill.  Also,  pick  up 
a  pair  of  UV-protective 
sunglasses.  Shades  designed 


Did  you  know? 


THERE  ARE  THREE  TYPES  OF  UV  RAYS:  UVA.UVB  AND  UVC.  UVA  AND 
UVB  RAYS  ARE  THE  ONES  TO  WORRY  ABOUT.  UVC  RAYS  ARE  ABSORBED 
IN  THE  ATMOSPHERE  AND  NEVER  MAKE  IT  TO  THE  EARTH'S  SURFACE. 

UV  RAYS  CAN  DAMAGE  SKIN  ANY  TIME  OF  THE  YEAR,  EVEN  WHEN  IT'S 
CLOUDY  OUT,  BUT  THEY'RE  STRONGEST  DURING  LATE  SPRING  AND 


YOU  CAN  FIND  INFORMATION  ABOUT  AGRICULTUE 
YOUTH  FROM  THE  NATIONAL  FARM  MEDICINE  CI 


(WWW.MARSHFIELDCLINIC.ORG/NFMC). 


for  UV  protection  reflect  the 
sun's  invisible,  yet 
dangerous,  ultraviolet  rays 
before  they  get  to  your  eyes. 

If  it's  too  hot  for  long 
sleeves,  or  if  a  day  at  the 
beach  is  in  order,  slather 
on  the  sunscreen.  Experts 
recommend  using  sunscreens 
with  sun  protection  factor 
(SPF)  ratings  of  15  or  higher. 
Apply  more  sunscreen  at 
regular  intervals,  according 
to  the  directions  on  the 
bottle.  If  possible,  avoid 
hanging  out  in  the  sun 
altogether  between  10  a.m. 
and  k  p.m.,  the  peak  hours 
for  deadly  UV  radiation,  and 
never  sunbathe. 

Ban  the  tan 

You  might  think  a  tan  looks 
good  now,  but  down  the 
road  it  can  mean  wrinkled 
and  blotchy  skin  and  can 


increase  your  risk  for  cancer. 
"Tanning  is  a  sure  indication 
that  damage  has  been 
done  to  your  skin,"  Ayoub 
explains.  "It  can  come  back 
to  haunt  you  later  in  life." 

Most  importantly,  pay 
attention  to  your  body.  If  you 
have  fair  skin  and  tend  to 
burn  easily,  it's  a  particularly 
good  idea  to  stay  out  of  the 
sun.  In  addition,  no  matter 
what  your  skin  color,  doctors 
recommend  doing  a 
full-body  skin  scan  every 
few  months  to  catch  any 
suspicious  moles  before 
they  become  cancerous. 

Normal  moles  are  small, 
round  and  symmetrical.  If 
you  see  any  that  are  bigger 
than  a  pencil  eraser,  have 
uneven  borders  or  have 
varying  colors,  talk  to  your 
physician.  It  just  might 
save  your  life,  fc 
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Vote  once  For 
each  category. 

When  we  print  the  results,  we'll  show  the 
top  five  vote-getters  in  each  category.  In  our 
next  issue,  we'll  recognize  the  FFA  chapters 
that  send  in  the  most  surveys. 


AGRICULTURAL  CAREER. 
FFA  ACTIVITY 


SCHOOL  LUNCH  FOOD 


SCHOOL  SUBJECT  (BESIDES  AGRICULTURE) 


FEMALE  ACTOR 

MALE  ACTOR 

BAND 


SINGER, 
SONG 


PROFESSIONAL  MALE  ATHLETE 


PROFESSIONAL  FEMALE  ATHLETE. 

WEBSITE  YOU  USE  MOST 

TV  SHOW  


WEEKEND  ACTIVITY 


DREAM  VACATION  LOCATION 


Mail  in  your  I I — -^ 

What's  Hot  survey  today. 


Here  is  the  solution  From  the 

on  page  16  oF  this  issue. 


D^ 

1 

N 

A 

H 

1 

c 

A 

R 

T 

1 

M 

A 

M 

A 

_l_j 

D 

A 

H 

o 

u 

T 

A 

H 

A 

M 

E 

N 

Gj 

E 

T 

S 

O 

M 

E 

0 

N 

E 

s 

G 

0 

A 

T 

S 

A 

o|k 

1 

D 

T 

Y 

p 

1 

s 

T 

S 

|o 

u 

r| 

■  l 

^ 

cH 

w 

H 

E 

N 

p 

i 

G 

s 

FJL 

Y  Hh 

0 

B 

H 

A 

D 

1 

A 

R 

1 

a|s    T 

1 

L 

L 

E 

R 

G 

O 

M 

1 

L 

L 

S 

i 

N 

S 

O 

A 

R 

E 

nt  He 

A 

S 

T 

E 

D 

E 

N 

T 

Y 

s|m 

OR 

S 

E 

A 

R 

O 

U 

N 

D 

|e 

1 

JIB 

|  1 

1 

nH 

A 

T 

1 

N 

G 

L 

E 

L 

1 

P|  1 

M 

A 

D 

O 

N 

T 

H 

A 

V 

E 

A 

C 

Oj 

w 

M 

A 

N 

A 

N 

N 

E 

1 

N 

E 

T 

S 

1 

F 

E 

A 

S 

T 

M 

0 

O 

R 

o 

R 

A 

T 

F 

E 

N 

C 

E 

sur 


Have  a  great  joke? 


last 


If  we  print  it,  you  win  $5. 
See  the  "Last  Laff'page  for  details. 
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TOE  Ml  THAT  STARTED  IT  ALU 


Wfjj*  Circle  IcIlnWfi 
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Jllusic  jornu  a  new  VircL 


30 


thANNIVERSARY       EDITION 


2002  is  the  30th  anniversary  of  the  original  American 
roots  music  collection,  Will  the  Circle  Be  Unbroken 

♦  digitally  remastered  from  the  original  tapes 

♦  special  30th  Anniversary  packaging 

♦  2  CD  set  includes  over  40  tracks  with  2  hours  of  music 

♦  never-before-seen  photos  from  the  history  making  sessions 

♦  newly  discovered  songs  and  outtakes  from  the  vaults  <  G^aC 

:M?3»1dftl  wrecapitolnashville.c 


Q:  What  do  you  call  shoes  My  dad  told  my  mom  he 

made  out  of  bananas?  wanted  a  quarter  horse,  and 

A:  Slippers.  she  said  she  would  rather 

Nathan  Beckom       have  a  whole  horse. 

Donna  DeVVit 


THOMASVILLE,   NORTH  CAROUI 


BERRYVILLE,   VIRGINh 


Q:  What  do  you  see  when  the 
smog  lifts  in  Los  Angeles? 
A:  U.C.L.A. 

Nancy  Burger 


CLAYTON,   WISCONSIN 


Q:  Where  do  zombies  live? 
A:  On  a  dead  end. 

Victoria  Puente 

LAREDO,  TEXAS 


Q:  Why  is  a  pine  tree  so  good         Q:  What  do  you  call  sheep 


at  sewing? 

A:  It  always  has  a  needle. 

Andersskog 

NEW  BEDFORD,  MASSACHUSETTS 


Q:  How  are  gymnasts  and 

sagebrush  alike? 

A:  They  both  like  to  tumble. 

Mysti  Rose 

PLEASANT  GROVE,  UTAH 

Q:  Why  did  the  White  House 
cut  all  the  trees  down? 
A:  To  make  room  for  all  the 
Bushes. 

Steph  Sullivan 

PEKIN,  INDIANA 


sideburns? 
A:  Lamb  chops. 

Ray  Sebastian 


SANGER,  TEXAS 


Q:  Why  should  you  never  iron 
a  four-leaf  clover? 

A:  You  might  press  your  luck. 
Timothy 


ORTON,   ILLINOIS 


Q:  What  do  you  give  a  sweet 
person  who  needs  help  walk- 
ing? 

A:  A  sugar  cane. 


Zia  Vue 

SACRAMENTO,   CALIFORNIA 


irlnuts 


by  Jim  Bradshaw  and  Michael  Bettendorf 


Q:  Where  did  the  mayonnaise 
jar  go  when  it  broke? 
A:  To  the  Mayo  Clinic. 

Benay  BreyFoqle 


ANCHOR  POIN 


Q:  What  word  did  Einstein 
always  pronounce  wrong? 
A:  Wrong. 

Curtis  Payne 


riNVUlE,   LOUISIANA 


Q:  What  kind  of  breath  does  a 
sheep  have? 

A:  Baaa-d  breath. 

Chelsey  Ahrens 


I  would  tell  you  a  joke  about 
peanut  butter,  but  then  you 
might  spread  it. 

Amy  Lippert 

VERSAILLES,  KENTUCKY 

Q:  Why  did  the  Pilgrims  bring 
a  guitar,  a  drum  and  a  piano 
on  the  Mayflower? 

A:  The  wanted  to  see 
Plymouth  ROCK! 

Corrine  Schlabes 

WINTERS,  CALIFORNIA 


WE'LL  PAY  FIVE  BUCKS  FOR  EACH 
JOKE  SELECTED  ON  THIS  PAGE.  IF 
WE  RECEIVE  DUPLICATE  JOKES, 
THE  PERSON  WHO  SENT  IT  IN 
FIRST  GETS  THE  CASH.  BECAUSE 
WE  RECEIVE  SO  MANY  JOKES,  WE 
CAN'T  ACKNOWLEDGE  OR  RETURN 
YOUR  CONTRIBUTIONS.  WRITE 
YOUR  JOKE  ON  A  POSTCARD  OR 
SHEET  OF  PAPER    AND  MAIL 
IT  TO  US  (YOU'LL  FIND  OUR 
ADDRESS  ON  PAGE  l). 


WAIT!  I  KNOW  YOU'RE  EXCITED  TO  SHOW 
US  HOW  TO  USE  YOUR  NEW  CANOE,  CHARLIE 
BUT  SHOULDN'T  WE  UNLOAD  IT  FROM  THE 
CAR  FIRST? 


Last  Laff  is  brought  to  you  by 
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For  Dver  200  years,  the  U.5.  Navy  has  been  protecting  Rmerica's  most  valuable 
asset:  freedom.  If  you're  ready  to  answer  your  country's  call,  check  out  the 
Life  Rccelerator   at  navy.com  or  call  1-800-USR-NAVY. 


PAT  GREEN 

TEXAS  SINGER  AND  SONGWRITER 
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Check  p0(  fat's  Togr  Schedule  pi 

www.PatGreen.com 


